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bell which was shaken by a child, Thens after
the last Gospel, when, the service being over, the
priest, attended by his acolytes, approached the
catafalque to the chanting of the Libera^ a sense
of relief was experienced by the crowd, and they
began to jostle one another a little in order to
file past the coffin. The women, whose piety,
grief and contrition were contingent upon their
immobility and their kneeling posture, were at
once recalled to their customary frame of mind by
the movement and the encounters of the procession.
They exchanged amongst themselves and with the
men remarks relating to their profession.

"Do you know," said Ellen Midi to Falerapin,
"that Nanteuil is going to join the Comidie-
Fran^aise ?"

" It's not possible ! "

"The contract is signed."

" How did she manage it ?"

"Not by her acting, you may be sure," replied
Ellen, who proceeded to relate a highly scandalous
story,

"Take care," said Falempm, "she is just
behind you,"

" Yes, I see her! She's got a cheek of her
own to show herself here, don't you think ?"

Marie-Claire whispered an extraordinary piece
of news into Durville's ear